Careful Cutting
Pruning 101: Back to the Basics
By Mark Chisholm
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Before You Start
The first step in effective pruning is
proper tree identification. Once the
tree’s genus is determined, knowledge
about hardiness, growth response, best
time of year to prune and more can be
considered. It is important to realize that
even accurate pruning may have some
negative impacts. Pruning may be
necessary, but it still inflicts a wound to
a tree’s armor. Even so, the results of a
proper cut are usually far better than
one never placed.
Second, pruning must have a
purpose. The most common reasons
for pruning are: to increase personal
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Below: The angle at which a live limb is cut will affect a tree's ability to seal.
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at 603-314-5380 (www.natlarb.com)
for additional resources.

Whenever we prune a tree, it carries
the marks of our work for the length of
its existence, and a misplaced or inappropriate cut may contribute to a tree’s
demise. What you do will have a lasting
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Just the Beginning

sprouts”—small interior limbs that

Making the Cut

safety, aesthetics, improve tree vitality,

A basic understanding of tree biology
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These concepts are just the tip of the

Conditions to Consider
Another variable to consider is expo-

The most common practice in pruning is to remove the
three “D's”—dead, diseased and dying limbs.
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